GRANT WRITING DEVELOPMENT PROCESS CHECKLIST

Evaluation of Basic Stylistic Benchmarks 
	Stylistic Benchmark
	Strong
	Above Average
	Average
	Below Average
	Weak

	1. The proposal avoids emotion or passion.  Instead it expresses enthusiasm through clear statement of knowledge and fact.


	
	
	
	
	

	2. The proposal is written in third person.


	
	
	
	
	

	3. The proposal is grammatically correct.


	
	
	
	
	

	4. The proposal follows proper form.


	
	
	
	
	

	5. The proposal avoids superlatives and is free of unnecessary words.


	
	
	
	
	

	6. The proposal demonstrates professionalism.


	
	
	
	
	

	7. The abstract establishes the commitment of the entire nonprofit organization.  It does not seem to be written by a single individual.
	
	
	
	
	


Evaluation of Content Benchmarks

	Content Benchmark
	Strong
	Above Average
	Average
	Below Average
	Weak

	1. The proposal fits foundation guidelines and specifications.


	
	
	
	
	

	2. The proposal clearly describes the project.


	
	
	
	
	

	3. The proposal clearly outlines all major factors and issues that initiated the project.


	
	
	
	
	

	4. The proposal identifies the problem by using objective facts/data representative of the target population.


	
	
	
	
	

	5. The proposal clearly describes activities and interventions, and how these endeavors will lead logically to the desired result.


	
	
	
	
	

	6. The proposal defines a plan for identifying ‘best practices.’


	
	
	
	
	

	7. The activities described in the proposal are attainable and realistic within the grant time frame.


	
	
	
	
	

	Content Benchmark
	Strong 
	Above Average
	Average
	Below Average
	Weak

	9.      Interventions described within the proposal are ongoing.  (As opposed to a one-time event.)
	
	
	
	
	

	10.    The abstract proposes assessments that are reasonable for determining success or failure of the project.

.)
	
	
	
	
	

	 11.     The abstract proposes outcome measures as well as process measures 


	
	
	
	
	

	12.    The proposal plans to impact a reasonable number of people 
	
	
	
	
	

	13.     The proposal describes how people will benefit in terms of knowledge and skill, and how these benefits relate to the initial problem.


	
	
	
	
	

	14.   The proposal describes how the project will have lasting benefits for the identified population 


	
	
	
	
	


